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Web 2.0 approach

Computer science students 

University of Technology in Graz

Introduced by writing and communicating using a blogosphere

The Goal:
Good didactic definition by using 

TU Graz LearnLand 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This article outlines a Web 2.0 approach distance learning master course for computer science students at the University of Technology in Graz. The course was introduced by writing and communicating using a blogosphere. Instead of writing the essays in a conventional manner, students were able to choose whether to relate to a new didactic definition on a voluntary basis. The goal is to show the purpose of learning and teaching at educational institutions can be improved by a good didactic definition combined with technical implementations. The article states that the use of the blogosphere known as TU Graz LearnLand helped transform the conference material to a more student-centric one. Ultimately, it must be used in account, that this significant effort demands that the position of the professors be modified.
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In October 2006 Graz University of Technology has launched a blogosphere for all 
university members, students as well as professors, called TU Graz LearnLand.

The didactical concept

• Distributed versus compact (massive

• Self-directed versus instructed

• Community Building

The technical concept

• Installing a GADI07 administration weblog

• Installing several community weblogs, called 
GADI07+topic

• Installing an advanced feature called “View” 
to each weblog
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Presentation Notes
In October 2006, Graz University of Technology has launched a blogosphere for all university members, students as well as professors, called TU Graz LearnLand.
There are two concepts of the study, the didactical concept and the technical concept.

The didactical concept of the study starts with...
Distributed versus compact where the first problem is the principles of monitoring the learning process are followed by learning via blogging. Many studies show that the main process of learning occurs immediately before the upload deadline.
Self-directed versus instructed where weblogs in this context is a possibility for students to contact the subject by writing, discussing and reflecting before the professor’s input occurs; it will be easier to think critically.
And Community Building. This concept will be met by forcing students not only to write articles but also to comment on other contributions.

And now the technical concept for this study.
Installing a GADI07 administration weblog. This weblog was only installed for administrative purposes for the entire lecture activity. The weblog could only be edited by the professors and was used for presenting messages about all the professor’s actions and activities. In addition, an RSS Aggregator (ag-ger-gator) was installed within one panel to summarize all other weblogs.
Installing several community weblogs, called GADI07+topic. Installing several community weblogs to which the contributing students had to subscribe. The differentiation between community weblog members and basic users of TU Graz LearnLand is that only members can post contributions, bookmarks or files to their community weblog. This opportunity helps the professors track the students very quickly.
And Installing an advanced feature called “View” to each weblog. A major problem for the entire environment is that keeping track of it is not easy. Especially in the case of many non-advanced group weblogs, users do not know which weblog is presently displayed or how they can get it or add to it. So-called thoughts have been generated to handle community weblogs in a simplified way to achieve this lack of usability.
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• Ease of use
• Digital natives – digital immigrants
• Amount of information
• Community feeling

The Point of View of the Professor 

• Question 1: Majority said yes because they get a great overview 
about my chosen topic and it is much more interesting

• Question 2: Majority said yes because of great advantages and the 
topics makes more sense through blogs.

• Question 3: Majority said it’s a simple way to gather information
• Question 4: Majority said it’s broad and hard to make contributions 
• Question 5: Majority said overview of the topic and comments of 

other bloggers are very helpful
• Question 6: 27 of 34 (79%) answered the question with yes and 7 

(21%) with no.

The Point of View of the Students 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The professors’ point of views of this study shows that it is:
Ease of use: Without a very detailed understanding of web programming or Web2.0 technology, users need to be able to participate within a very limited time span. Absolutely no questions on usability were posed by the students during the first weeks of the lecture. This indicates that in a very short time, the students get acquainted with the method.
Digital natives and digital immigrants: Weblogs or related software are not new to learners or students, and they are comfortable with interacting with them. These technologies, on the other hand, are very new to professors, especially the idea behind these applications. Our interactions have demonstrated that high commitment is required to advise professors how a blogosphere operates.
Amount of information: The unmanageable volume of knowledge is one of the internet's issues in general. In order to resolve this flow of information, enforcement of own techniques on how to filter information should be made. 
Community feeling: A further goal of the didactic definition was to build a sense of community, but it must be pointed out that the need to comment on other contributions is not an acceptable tool. The content of such findings is often not very important.

The students’ point of view of this study goes by asking them questions. I will start each bullet by stating what the questions are, then I will give out what the students’ answers were.
Question 1 asked: You chose the blogging method on an optional basis. Looking back, would you make the same decision and why? Majority said yes because they get a great overview about their chosen topic, and it is much more interesting to look at other students’ research work. They also said that blogging is fast, simple and nevertheless informative.
Question 2 asked: Do you think that this concept is appropriate to work with a topic for a longer time? All students (34 in total) answered this question with yes because of great advantages and the topics makes more sense through blogs.
Question 3 asked: If you think about both methods, what was the most significant difference? Majority said it’s a simple way to gather information. It’s interesting in the article, it didn’t really point out the “differences” the students said about this method, more so that it is very simple to use.
Question 4 asked: Please tell us the biggest point of criticism about the blogging concept from your point of view? Majority said it’s broad and hard to make contributions.
Question 5 asked: Describe very shortly the most positive aspect of blogging. Majority said overview of the topic and comments of other bloggers are very helpful.
And Question 6 asked: Do you think blogging is possibility for the educational future? 27 of 34 (about 79%) answered the question with yes and 7 (about 21%) with no, but the article didn’t specify the answers that were given by the students for this question.



CONCLUSION

GOOD FEEDBACK

MAIN CHALLENGE: The mass of data in a very short time span.

• Blogging leads to a continuous learning process
• Students are forced for the entire semester to work on the subject
• Students blogged to a special subject for themselves
• More student-centric but still more flexible

STUDENTS:

• Professors will observe what students think of a topic
• The professor must put more effort into interacting with students

PROFESSORS:
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The findings in the article showed very good feedback on the use of higher education weblogs. One of the main challenges soon would be the mass of data in a very short time span. Students in this study frequently discussed that blogging leads to a continuous learning process. Students are forced for the entire semester to work on the subject. Students in the study blogged to a special subject for themselves, without strong guidance about the correct content. Professors will observe what students think of a topic that is based on their previous experience, their preferences, their study or studies, but is not affected by any of the professors’ inputs. Ultimately the lecture content becomes more student-centric but still more flexible. Two main factors will rely on this teaching scenario: the professor has to put more effort into interacting with students and has to respond to their shared content. In other words, the content depends on the students' feedback, which will be changed in a very short time.



CRITICAL EVALUATION

POSITIVES

• Great way to have students interact more with their studies

• Great learning strategy

• Interacting more with their peers

ISSUES

• Some students might prefer to write out their paper

• Some students might not like to be the center of focus 
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I believe that the Web 2.0 approach to distance learning could be a great way to have students interact more with their studies. It can be hard for the students to simply write essays, therefore, giving them an online platform where they can blog what they are learning can be a great learning strategy. Interacting more with their peers will also be a great way to learn the material, much like how we are doing on Canvas with the discussion boards. However, I can see a problem where some students might prefer to write out their papers rather than going on a site to write out blogs of what they are learning. Some students might not like to be the center of attention and this approach might draw in some negative feelings for those students, in which I believe could cause some problems for this approach.
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